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Preface 
Finding information on companies, markets, or industries is a crucial part of conducting business.  
In an increasingly competitive marketplace, relevant data on competitors, clients, or even your 
own organization must be gathered and disseminated more quickly than ever. 
 
The FP Advisor module on FPinfomart.ca offers a number of databases to assist in gathering 
company intelligence.  You can find information on Canadian companies publicly and privately 
owned. 
 

Seminar Overview 
This training seminar is designed to introduce you to the types of information available in the FP 
Advisor module. It includes 4 sessions: FP Reports, FP Dividends, FP New Issues and Additional 
Databases. 
 
The seminar begins with logging in.  Next, we continue with FP Reports which include the 
following sections under FP Advisor module: Company Snapshots, Companies by Industry, 
Corporate Surveys, Predecessor & Defunct, Analyzer Search, Investor Reports, Historical 
Reports, Industry Reports. FP Dividends and FP New Issues sessions cover Dividends and New 
Issues respectively. The Additional Databases session covers the remaining sections: Additional 
Databases, Person Search, Global Search and Lead List Generator. Throughout the seminar, we 
will examine different ways of displaying, sorting and manipulating data. 
 
This seminar is intended for new users of the FP Advisor module. The class size is small so that 
each person will have ample assistance from the instructor and hands-on practice time. 
 
This seminar is scheduled for one and a half hours. This includes individual, and group online 
practice. 
 

Demonstration ID 
The training User ID you will be provided with for use during this Seminar may include access to 
features and functions which are not available under your own regular User ID. CanWest 
Interactive offers a wide variety of subscription plans, each of which offer a different suite of 
features of FPinfomart.ca.  Those seen with your training ID are typical of the subscriptions of 
many of our users.  Should you have any questions about your subscription, please don’t hesitate 
to ask the instructor, or your CanWest Interactive sales representative. 
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FP Advisor Content Overview 
In addition to our wide selection of Canadian news content, FPinfomart.ca also provides access 
to a variety of corporate information: 
 
Financial Post Company Snapshots 

Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  One pager-report for publicly traded Canadian companies. 
·  Includes 10-year price range, top 10 sector players and industry news on over 4,500 

companies. 
·  Updated daily. 
 
 
Financial Post Corporate Surveys 

Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  Use for publicly traded and select private Canadian companies. 
·  Summary information on over 4,500 companies. 
·  Includes capsule financial statements, FP 500 rankings by sales, assets and net income. 
·  Updated daily. 
 
 
Financial Post Predecessor & Defunct 
 Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  Provides information on former  publicly traded Canadian companies. 
·  Information includes name changes, amalgamations, takeovers, acquisitions and dissolution.  
·  Updated daily. 
 
 
Financial Post Corporate Analyzer 
 Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  Provides detailed financial information on the top 1,400 publicly traded Canadian companies 
·  Includes up to 10 years of annual financial results and ratios and up to 10 quarters of 

quarterly results. 
·  Ranks companies’ performance with Fundamentals. 
·  Advanced screening capability (by EPS, Net Income, Dividend Rate and more…). 
·  Exportable into Microsoft® Excel . 
·  Updated daily. 
 
 
Financial Post Investor Reports 
 Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  Provides buy/sell recommendations and industry standard ratios for the top 750 publicly 

traded Canadian companies. 
·  Recent developments. 
·  Updated daily. 
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Financial Post Historical Reports 
 Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  Lists corporate activities including mergers, acquisitions, spin-offs, stock 

splits/consolidations, annual highs and lows dating back to incorporation for the top 
currently and formerly traded Canadian companies. 

·  Viewable in HTML and PDF formats. 
·  Archived Historical Reports going back to 1996 are also available in PDF formats. 
·  Updated daily. 
 
 
Financial Post Industry Reports                                                                                            
 Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  Offers financial ratios and analyst recommendations for 33 industries where the top 750 

publicly traded Canadian companies compete. 
·  Updated daily. 
 
 
Financial Post Dividends 
 Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  Provides information on historical and future dividend payments of all publicly traded 

Canadian companies dating back to 1996. 
·  Summary record of other corporate events such as stock splits/consolidations, name changes, 

company meetings and rights offerings. 
·  Updated daily. 
 
 
Financial Post New Issues 
 Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  Offers information on public offerings and private placements issued by Canadian 

companies, governments and agencies dating back to 1993. 
·  New Issues records with over 30 fields including type of offerings, security type, market, 

currency, exchange, status, accountants, lawyers, underwriters and syndicate breakdowns. 
·  Exportable into Microsoft® Excel. 
·  Summary Tables to give users an overview of new issue activities going back 1993. 
·  Updated daily. 
 
 
Financial Post Crosbie Mergers & Acquisitions in Canada 
 Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 
·  Provides information on mergers, acquisitions and divestitures involving Canadian 

companies going back to 1994. 
·  Searchable by over 30 fields including vendor, acquiror, target, deal status, deal type, deal 

value, payment and industry. 
·  Exportable into Microsoft® Excel. 
·  Updated daily. 
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Financial Post Directory of Directors 
Compiled by the Financial Post DataGroup 
 

·  Provides information on over 17,000 Canadian business professionals. 
·  Includes business address, gender, professional history, schools attended, degrees and date of 

birth. 
·  Updated annually at time of publication of the print version. 
 
 
ProFile Canada 

Compiled by Nexport Media, with copyright permission from Owen Media Partners Inc. 
 

·  Use to find information on Canada's largest privately-owned companies. 
·  Provides marketing and business intelligence on Canada's largest 38,000 companies with 

a focus on privately owned businesses. 
·  Each record has up to 21 functional contacts, averaging 5 unique executives. 
·  Nexport updates the records based on a 12-month target refresh period, via direct input from 

the companies. 
 
 
Nexport Media’s Canadian Trade Index (CTI) 

Compiled by Nexport Media, with copyright permission from Owen Media Partners Inc. 
 

·  Provides marketing and business intelligence on Canada's largest 23,000 manufacturers. 
·  The personnel section of the database contains up to 21 functional contacts per company 

including an average of four unique executives. 
·  The database is one of the largest Canadian manufacturing datasets available based on 

contact information for private companies. 
·  Updated on a 12 to 18 month target period, via direct input from the companies. 
 
 
Thomson Gale – Ward’s 

Compiled by Ward’s Business Directory of Private and Public Companies in Canada and 
Mexico.  
 

·  Summary profiles providing current company information on more than 6,000 Canadian 
firms, most of which are private companies.  

 
 
Canadian Federal Corporations & Directors 

Compiled by Industry Canada 
 

·  Summary information on over 430,000 federally incorporated companies. 
·  Includes history, amalgamation, directors’ contact info, number of shareholders. 
·  Updated monthly. 
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Canadian Corporate Names 

Compiled by Industry Canada 
 

·  Allows screening or verifying company names. 
·  Contains summary information relating to over 430,000 federally incorporated companies. 
·  Updated monthly. 
 
 
Equifax Commercial Law Record 

Compiled by Equifax 
 

·  Contains information about commercial legal suits and judgments from courts across 
Canada. 

·  Includes over 400,000 records of almost all commercial legal statements of claim and legal 
judgments filed in court houses across Canada. 

·  Four types of information: bankruptcy reports, receivership reports, legal reports, and 
miscellaneous reports such as mortgages, debentures, incorporations. 

·  Updated monthly. 
 
 
Thomson Gale – Associations 

Compiled by Gale database the Encyclopedia of Associations: International 
Organizations. 
 

·  Summary profiles provides addresses and descriptions of professional societies, trade 
associations, labor unions, cultural and religious organizations, fan clubs, and other groups of 
all types. 

 

Disclaimer 
FPinfomart.ca offers access to corporate data supplied by third party information providers. 
 
All users of corporate data on FPinfomart.ca acknowledge that CanWest Interactive Inc. will not 
be held liable for any damages suffered or incurred from inaccurate, omitted or erroneous 
information retrieved from our service. 



FP Advisor Searching                                                                         Page: FP Advisor-9 

July, 2007  

Preferences 
There are several personal settings that can be changed once you are logged on to FPinfomart.ca.  
Click the ‘Preferences’ link located in the upper-right corner of the screen, to access and edit 
your display, e-mail and password settings. 

 

Display Preferences 
Once you click on the ‘preferences’ link, located in the upper-right corner of you screen, your 
page will refresh to the ‘Display Preferences’ page.  
 

From this page, you can decide whether to condense your results and edit the number of results 
displayed per screen. 

Individual and Condensed Results 
Newspapers will often reprint stories submitted to them via newswires or news services. They 
might also supply FPinfomart.ca with more than one edition of their publication.  
 
In the ‘Condensed Results’ section of your display preferences, you can decide whether you want 
to hide those stories that are similar, or view all articles regardless of their similarity to one 
another. 
 
If you would like to ‘condense’ your hits – hide similar stories – place a bullet next to the ‘I want 
similar articles to be grouped together in results sets, when possible’ option. 
 
If you would prefer to see all articles, place a bullet beside ‘I want all articles to be listed 
individually in result sets’. 

 
If you have chosen to view all articles of a particular search, all of your results will be displayed 
once your screen refreshes.  

 



FP Advisor Searching                                                                         Page: FP Advisor-10 

July, 2007  

If you have chosen the ‘I want similar articles to be group together in results sets, when possible’ 
option, you will see one relevant article, – the ‘parent’ article – and a link to ‘similar hits’. 

 
In the above example, clicking the ‘1 similar hit …’ link will refresh your screen to the page seen 
below. You will see the original result listed at the top of the screen followed by the similar items 
listed below the line.  

 
Generally individual newspapers will attach their own headline to the article, but the first 
sentence of the stories will be the same. 
 

Setting the Number of Articles per Page  
By default, FPinfomart.ca will display 10 results per page. If you would prefer to view more 
results on each page, you can select your desired number on the display preferences screen. You 
can choose to view 10, 20, 50, 100, or 200 results per page by using the drop-down menu. 
 
Once you have highlighted you selection, click the ‘Save’ button. 
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Morning Email 
With FPinfomart.ca, you are provided with the option to receive a once-daily (Monday through 
Friday) e-mail message that contains the headlines of the first four stories of each of your 
selected industry profiles. 
 
To make changes to your e-mail address, or to subscribe or unsubscribe from the industry e-mail, 
click the ‘preferences’ link located in the upper-right corner of your screen. 

 
Once your screen refreshes, click on the ‘E-mail Preference’ link, located in the upper-right 
corner of the page.  
 
Your screen will refresh to the ‘E-mail Preferences’ page. From this screen you can enter or edit 
your e-mail address, as well as specify your preference of HTML or Text format. 

 
Click a checkmark next to the profiles that you would like to receive the results for each 
morning. Please select up to five Industry profiles.  
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To confirm your changes and profile selections, please click the ‘Save’ button. Your screen will 
refresh to the ‘Preferences Saved’ page.  
 
Changes and edits will take effect with the next morning e-mail. 
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Password Preferences 
To change your password, click the ‘preferences’ link in the right hand corner. 

 
Once your screen refreshes to the ‘Display Preferences’ page, click on the ‘Change Your 
Password’ link. This link is located in the upper-right corner of your page. 

 
Your screen will refresh to the ‘Change Password’ page. In the first field, enter your current 
password. Enter your new password in the second and third boxes; ‘New Password,’ and ‘New 
Password (again)’. 

 
Click the ‘Change’ button to save your new password. 
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Company Snapshot Search 
�  Use the Company Snapshot Search to find an overview of a specific company, and to find out 
what other information is available about that company on FPinfomart.ca.  All publicly traded 
Canadian companies have a Company Snapshot available. 
 
The Company Snapshot provides the most complete summary of information available on a 
publicly traded Canadian company.  Click "Company Snapshot" on the left-hand navigation 
menu to begin a Snapshot search. 
 
Enter company's full name, part of a company name, or words you expect to find in the 
company's name.  You can search an exact phrase or any company which contains all the words 
you enter - ensure that the correct radio button is enabled.  Add information about the city or 
province of interest to find a specific branch of a company, or narrow your search when you don't 
know the exact company name.  The more information you enter, the more specific your results 
will be.  For the broader searches, enter only the information you require. 
 
NOTE: Company Name Search works with the truncation card ‘*’ in all databases. 

 
Enter only as much information you require on the Snapshot Search screen. 
 
If there is more than one possible match, a list of results will appear. Click the name of the 
company to view its snapshot.  
 
If only one company matches your search, that company's Snapshot will be displayed 
automatically. 
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The Company Snapshot gives a quick overview of the information available about the 
company.  Links are either to further searches, or to specific information.  Click Printer 
Friendly to display in a format appropriate for printing. 
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Snapshot Components 
Each Company Snapshot contains the following sections: 
 
·  Company Information:  Includes address and phone number information, Contact Name, 

FP500 rankings, industry classification, and a textual description of the company. 
 
·  Key Executives: CEO, CFO  
 
·  FP Advisor Coverage: Complete list of FP reports on the company. Click a link to view a 

particular report.  
 
·  Top 5 Industry Players:  Lists the top 5 companies with the highest Revenue figure in the 

same GICS® classification as the displayed company.  The list is sorted in descending order 
by revenue.  Clicking on a company named in this list will load its Company Snapshot. 

 
·  Financial Ratios as of the last business date: Listed, P/E, Close, 52 Week High/Low, IAD, 

Latest Dividend, Yield, 60-mo Beta, Avg 20-Day Volume, 12-mo EPS, EPS Date, 1 yr 
return, 5 yr return and Market Cap (000s).   

 
·  Annual Financials: recent 3 years of Operating revenue, Net income bef ext. items, Total 

assets, Earns. Per sh bef. ext. and Return on Equity.  
 
·  Trailing 12 Month Values: recent 2 years of Revenue, Net Income and EPS. 
 
·  Company News: Contains links to recent major national and regional papers that mention 

the displayed company in the past 30 days.  
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Companies By Industry 
�  Use Companies By Industry to browse through lists of companies in a particular industry.  
Sort the lists on a variety of data points, and download as a spreadsheet. 
 
Use Companies by Industry to generate charts of publicly traded Canadian companies within 
each industry. The industries are classified by the Global Industry Classification Standard 
(GICS®). 

 
Industries are grouped by GICS® code, and sorted in alphabetical order. 
 
When you click on an industry, a chart will appear. This chart can be re-sorted by clicking on 
column headers. 
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By default, companies within an industry are sorted in alphabetical order.  Click on any of the 
column headings to sort in descending order by that category (e.g. Revenue, Assets, etc.). 
 
You can display the chart in Printer Friendly format using the link provided, or export it to a 
Microsoft® Excel spreadsheet. 
 
Clicking on a company name will take you to the Snapshot for that company. 
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Financial Post Corporate Surveys (FP Surveys) 
�  Use FP Surveys to search for detailed information on all publicly traded Canadian 
companies, or if you need to retrieve a group of companies by industry (SIC and GICS®  codes), 
or data points such as revenue and number of employees.  You can also get current stock 
information, such as yesterday's closing price, for any TSX-traded company. 
 
The search interface for FP Surveys has the most fields available to search. Fill in as many or few 
fields as required to target your results. The more fields you fill in, the narrower your results will 
be. 

 
FP Surveys allows you to search on a wide variety of data elements.  Fill in only the fields you 
require to conduct your search. 
Tip :  You can look up SIC codes on the Web.  One good Web site to try is the Standard 
Industrial Classification Search provided by the U.S. Department of Labor Occupational Safety 
& Health Administration.  This Web page can be found at: 
http://www.osha.gov/oshstats/sicser.html 
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The results of your search will be sorted in alphabetical order. Click on the name of a company to 
view the full text of the FP Surveys record for that company. 

 
Click the name of the company whose FP Surveys record you'd like to view in full.  You can 
view multiple FP Surveys records by checking the appropriate check boxes then clicking 
Printer-Friendly Articles button. 
 
An FP Surveys record contains very detailed information on the company. 
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A FP Surveys record begins with basic information about the company. For example, their 
address, quick reference data, stock activity, financial rates, etc.  
 
Click the Printer Friendly link to get a printer friendly display of the entire record. 
 
Click any link under FP Advisor to get to other FP reports on the company.  
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Basic financial information is listed in table format.  Click Download to Excel to save a file, 
which you may then open with your spreadsheet software (e.g. Microsoft® Excel). 
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Financial Post Predecessor & Defunct (FPPD) 
�  Use FPPD to search for information on any predecessors of a publicly traded Canadian 
company or information on former publicly traded Canadian companies. Information goes back 
to 1929 and describes the events when these companies become predecessors or defunct. 

 
Company Name search looks for defunct companies as well as predecessors of currently 
traded companies.    

 
Click one of those links to get to the corresponding FPPD record.  
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An FPPD record shows exactly what made companies become a predecessor or defunct. 

 
In an FPPD record, events are sorted chronologically. 



FP Advisor Searching                                                                         Page: FP Advisor-25 

July, 2007  

Financial Post Corporate Analyzer (FP Analyzer) 
�  Use FP Analyzer to search for fundamental information on the top 1,500 publicly traded 
Canadian companies.  Information includes spot data (beta, % price change, dividend yield), up 
to 10 years of annual results and up to 10 quarters of quarterly results. Financial data is 
exportable into Microsoft® Excel. 
 
You can create portfolios of your favourite companies to keep track of their performance.  There 
are two useful tools that further assist you with your company analysis: Fundamentals and 
Screens.  Fundamentals allow you to select a number of companies and compare their 
performance on a specific criterion.  Screens enable you to screen FP Analyzer’s database for 
companies that satisfy your criteria. 

 
You can also search for an FP Analyzer record of a company by browsing through a list of 
available companies. Click Browse to view to the list. 
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An FP Analyzer record is updated daily and contains up to 10 years of annual financial reports. 

 
An FP Analyzer record begins with the company’s basic information (address, spot data). You 
can click on any links to get to the corresponding financial statement. 
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The company’s spot data includes price/earnings ratio, dividend yield and price performance. 
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Latest results, within a one-year period, are also covered in an FP Analyzer record. 

 
Financial statement is exportable into Microsoft® Excel. 
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Portfolios 
�  Use Portfolios in FP Analyzer to keep track of your favourite companies in the universe of the 
top 1,400 publicly traded Canadian companies.  There is no limit on the number of portfolios.  
You can use your portfolios in Fundamentals and Screens, which will be discussed shortly. 
 
NOTE: Portfolio feature is only available to subscribers with user ID and password. 

 
 From the Analyzer Search page, click Portfolios to get to the Portfolio Manager section. 

 
Click on the Company Group drop-down arrow and select a group from the list. Then select an 
industry group from the second drop-down box. 
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Choose companies from the Group Content List by clicking on them. These companies will 
appear in the Portfolio Content List window. If you would like to select the entire Group 
Content List, click Select All button. Then click Save Portfolio. 

 

Name your portfolio. 
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Fundamentals 
�  Use Fundamentals in FP Analyzer to compare companies’ performance on a specific 
criterion (e.g. 2002 total assets, dividend yield, or 1-week price change).  Please note that only 
one criterion or data item can be chosen at a time.  Data items are sorted in alphabetical order. 

 
Select a source of data items. 
 

 
Select groups of companies to compare. Choose My Portfolios if you want to use your 
portfolios. 
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Under Industry Groups, select the portfolio for which you would like to compare performance.  
Note: for Spot Data the year is always MR (most recent). 

 
Fundamentals results are exportable into Microsoft® Excel. 
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Screens 
�  Use Screens to search FP Analyzer's database for companies that satisfy multiple selection 
criteria.  Once you have selected your screening criteria they can be saved for later use with 
updated information. 
 
NOTE: Only subscribers with user ID and password can save criteria for future use. 

 
 
Select Company Group then Industry Group. 

 
To set up your first criterion, select category, data item, year, operation and value. Note: for 
Spot Data the year is always MR (most recent).  To add a second criterion, click Add another 
line. 
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Click Save Screen to save your criteria for future use. Later click the drop-down arrow under 
Saved screens to retrieve your saved criteria. 
 

 
Screen Results are exportable into Microsoft® Excel. 
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Financial Post Investor Reports (FPIR) 
�  Use FPIR (often referred to as the blue card) to access consensus buy/sell recommendations, 
projected EPS and cash flow per share, and up to seven years of industry standard ratios for the 
top 750 publicly traded Canadian companies. 

 
The first section of an FPIR includes the company’s address, contact information and some 
trading information. 
 

 
Recommendation provided by Value Sciences Inc. These recommendations are updated 
quarterly along with the release of quarterly results. 
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Consensus recommendation and forecast on EPS and Cash Flow per Share are provided by 
I/B/E/S. 
 

 
Up to seven years of industry standard ratios are included. Definitions of these ratios can be 
found in the Glossary located at the bottom of the report. 
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Financial Post Historical Reports (FPHR) 
�  Use FPHR to learn about the operations and history of the top currently and formerly traded 
Canadian companies. Information goes back to incorporation, including mergers, acquisitions, 
spin-offs and capital stock changes. Archived Historical Reports going back to 1996 are also 
available in PDF formats. 

 
For a defunct company, FPHR is only available in PDF output. The years are the company’s 
fiscal year-ends. 
 

 
For an active company, the current FPHR is available in both HTML and PDF outputs. 
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Use the shortcut links to navigate throughout the report. To get back to the top, click Back 
button on the browser. 
 

 
The History section goes back to incorporation. 
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Changes in Capital Stock including issuance and redemption of shares are covered 
extensively. 
 

 
Historical Summary covers selected financial items such as total assets, long-term debt, EPS. 
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Financial Post Industry Reports 
�  FP Industry Reports are complementary to FPIR. Companies’ specific ratios in FPIR can be 
compared against the industry ratios in FP Industry Reports. Also included are top ten 
companies in the industry ranked by total revenue and industry recommendation provided by 
Value Sciences Corporation. Information is updated daily. 

 
There are FP Industry Reports on 33 industries. 
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A complete list of companies included in an industry is located at the bottom of the report. 
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Financial Post Dividends (FP Dividends)  
�  Use FP Dividends to find future and past dividend payments on all Canadian and foreign 
inter-listed companies.  Other corporate events included are Company Annual Shareholder 
Meetings, Redemption Announcements and Stock Split/Consolidations.  Information goes back to 
1998. 
 
There are two places to retrieve dividend and corporate information: 

Company Dividend Record (HTML) 

   
Searching by Company Name or Stock Ticker Symbol will lead you to the company HTML 
dividend record.   
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HTML dividend records cover up to four years of dividend payment information. 
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Other corporate activities including company meetings and redemption announcements are 
also included in a company dividend record. 
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Dividend Record Archive (PDF) 

 

 
Dividend Record Archive contains weekly, monthly and annual records in PDF format. 
Annual dividend records go back to 1998. 
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Financial Post New Issues (FP New Issues) 
�  Use FP New Issues to quickly drill down into specific aspects of the new issue/IPO industry 
that are of vital interest to your firm or clients.  You can search for new issues by security type, 
industry code, gross proceeds, underwriters and lawyers. Daily updated information goes back 
to 1993 and is exportable into Microsoft® Excel. 

Important Notes 
Export 
Users can export up to 200 records at a time. 
 
Qualified Issuers  
·  Canadian-incorporated companies (for equity issues, company must be a public company) 
·  Non-Canadian-incorporated companies which are wholly owned financing (as opposed to 

operating) subsidiaries  
·  Federal, provincial and municipal governments  
·  Federal and provincial agencies whose debt is federally/provincially guaranteed. Note: For 

federal agencies, euro issues are NOT included unless they have underwriters.  

Qualified Issues  
Equity  

·  All public offerings (excluding TSX Venture short form offerings)  
·  Private placements (excluding brokered special warrant deals) > $1.5 million  
·  Brokered special warrants, irrespective of whether the issuer has received the total proceeds  
·  Preferred shares and preferred securities  
·  Public mutual fund-linked notes  
·  Convertible debt  

Note: Rights and warrant offerings are not included 
Debt  
·  Minimum term of one year plus one day  
·  If issue is part of a tranche offering, no minimum term  
·  Bonds, debentures, medium term notes, notes, asset- and mortgage-backedsecurities, deposit 

notes and bank-issue trust securities  
·  Deposit notes and private placements with a $50 million minimum  

Note: GMAC domestic MTNs are not included  
Domestic financings  
·  Deals sold in Canada and deals sold both in Canada and the U.S. (unless separate 

prospectuses were filed or the vast majority of the capital was raised in the U.S.)  
International financings  
·  Yankee, Euro and global issues  
IPOs  
·  Only the common equity portion of split share deals  
·  Exclude IPOs via rights offerings or dividends in kind 
 
Qualified Underwriters   
·  Domestic – underwriting syndicate (excludes selling group)  
·  U.S. – managers (excludes underwriting syndicate)  
·  Euro – leads and co-leads (excludes co-managers) 
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There are three search pages: main search, issuer search and lawyer/auditor search. 

Main Search  

 
Use the left side menu to navigate to the appropriate search page. In this main search, we are 
looking for IPOs in energy sector completed during 2005. 
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Check the appropriate new issue(s), then you can either view them in printer-friendly format 
or export them into Microsoft® Excel. 
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A new issue record in printer-friendly format, notice the presence syndication breakdowns. 

If you choose to export the selected new issues, by default the system will export every item in 
an FP New Issues record. However, you can exclude some items that you are not interested in. 
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To save the exported data, right click Exported Data (CSV format) then select Save Target As. 
 

 
The exported file in Microsoft® Excel after Column AutoFit Selection. 
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Issuer Search 

 
In the issuer search, we are looking for securities issued by Farm Credit Canada during 2005. 

Lawyer/Auditor Search 

 
In lawyer/auditor search, we are looking for completed new issues that have Blake, Cassels & 
Graydon LLP as either company lawyer or underwriter lawyer.  
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Summary Tables 

 
The tables are designed to give you an overview on new issues activities going back to 1993. 
 

 
This is a summary of new issues offered by S&P TSX Composite companies completed during 
2006. 
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Financial Post Crosbie Mergers and Acquisitions in Canada (FP 
M&A) 
 
�  Use FP M&A to quickly drill down into specific aspects of the areas that are of vital interest to your 
firm or clients. You can search for merger, acquisition and divestiture activities by vendor, acquiror, 
target, deal type, deal value and industry. Information goes back to 1994 and is exportable into Microsoft© 
Excel.       
 

Inclusion Criteria 
 

·  Equity acquired transactions must have the transfer of ownership of at least 10% of a company’s 
equity where the purchase price is at least $1,000,000 and where at least one of the parties is in 
Canada. 

 
·  Assets acquired transactions must have the purchase price of at least $1,000,000 and where at least 

one of the parties is in Canada. 
 

·  Four types of transactions (Deal Type) are included: 
o Foreign Target: Any transaction where the Target is situated outside of Canada. 
o Divestiture: Sale of corporate units, including divisions, wholly owned subsidiaries, and 

certain assets of vendor companies, both public and private. 
o Publicly Traded: Acquisitions of publicly traded companies in Canada, tender offers, 

statutory mergers, minority-interest purchases except transactions classified as Foreign 
Target. 

o Privately Owned: Acquisitions of privately held companies except Divestiture and 
Foreign Target.  

 

Important Notes       
 

·  The transactions are recorded as they are announced, not as they are completed. 
 
·  Cancelled transactions are not included in any of the FP M&A statistics. 

 
·  Users can export up to 2000 records at a time. 

 
·  FPICS – Financial Post Industry Classification Standard – Industry code designed by Financial 

Post DataGroup. 
 

·  SIC – Standard Industrial Classification – the U.S. version is used here. 
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There are two search pages: simple search and advanced search. 

Simple Search (default) 
 

  
 
Simple search for transactions that have CanWest Global as an acquiror, either announced or updated        
from Jan1, 2001 to Sept 30, 2005 and valued over $5,000,000.     
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Search results can be sorted either by Announcement Date (default) or Deal Value in Canadian dollars   
or Deal Status.    
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 Record of CanWest Global’s acquisition of RadioWorks New Zealand Ltd.  
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Advanced Search 
 

 
 

 
 
Advanced search for completed transactions with at least some cash payments that were announced 
from Jan. 1, 2001 to Sept. 30, 2005 with publicly traded Canadian companies as targets and foreign 
companies as acquirors.    
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Up to 2000 hits may be downloaded per page to Excel.  To export to Excel, select Export Data.  
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By default, the system will export all available fields. However, users have a choice to select only fields    
of interest. Click Generate Export File to continue. 
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To save the exported data, right click Exported Data (CSV format) then select Save Target As. 

 
You may now work with your exported records in the spreadsheet.  
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Summary Reports 
Use the “Choose a report” drop-down menu to select which report you wish to generate: Year-To-Date 
Facts and Trends, or Monthly Activity. The Year-To-Date Facts and Trends report offers a 10 year 
Comparison of Activity, a 2 year Breakdown of Activity, a summary of Cross Border Transactions, and 
Activity Grouped by Industry which summarizes the number of deals and total deal value in dollars.   
 
You may display either report in Printer Friendly format by clicking the Printer Friendly link at the top of 
each report.  To print, click the Print button on your Web Browser. 
 

Year-To-Date Facts and Trends Summary Report 
 

 
 
Optional:  Use the drop down menu to customize the FP Industry category.  The reporting period 
will be the start of the current calendar year through the end of the month you select from the Month 
Ending drop-down menu.   
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Comparison of Activity offers a 10 year overview of the Year-To-Date number of announcements 
and its value in $ millions (CAD). 
 
 

 
 
Breakdown of Activity offers a 2 year overview of the Year-To-Date in terms of size, number of 
Deals, Percentages and Value in $ Millions.  
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Cross Border Transactions offers a 2 year overview of the Year-To-Date in terms of number of Deals 
and Value in $ Millions. 
 

 
Activity Grouped by Industry offers a 2 year overview of the Year-To-Date in terms of number of 
Deals and Value in $ Millions 
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Monthly Activity Search 
Select the Monthly Activity report and (optionally) an industry to find a summary of the previous 24 months 
activity with supporting graphs of Number of Announcements and Value of Announcements.  
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Additional Databases 
�  Use Additional Databases to search the FP Directory of Directors, as well as several third-
party databases, to find information on a director or officer of a Canadian company, and 
detailed information on both public and private Canadian companies. 
 
Although some of the information in our various databases overlaps, there is a lot of unique 
information in each database.  As well, the fields (parts of the record) differ among databases.  
To search the fields specific to each database, it is necessary to select a particular database to 
perform an advanced search.  For cross-database searching, see Global Search. 

 
Certain databases work best for specific types of searches.  See the short descriptions above, or 
the descriptions in this manual for details.  Or, contact Training & Professional Services for 
advice on selecting a database for a specific purpose. 
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Financial Post Directory of Directors (DoD) 
�  Use the DoD to find detailed information on an individual, including current position, past 
positions, education, and age.  Or, use this database to find a list of all the directors of a specific 
company. 
 
The Directory of Directors can be searched on a number of data elements.  Each record refers to 
a single individual.  DoD is updated and verified annually. 
 
Tip:   If you can't find the person you're looking for, try variations on their name (e.g. "William" 
vs. "Bill" or "Bob" vs. "Robert.") 
 

 
Enter your search terms to find information on individuals.  You may search DoD with or 
without a middle name and retrieve accurate results. 
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Click the link for the record you wish to view in full. 
 

 
This is an excerpt from a Directory of Directors record.  A full record also includes titles, 
education, professional associations, gender, and birth date if available.   Click Printer 
Friendly to display in printer friendly format.   
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ProFile Canada 
�  Use ProFile Canada to find information on Canada's largest public and privately-owned 
companies, and the people affiliated with those companies.  Sales figures and rankings are often 
available in these records. 
 
Introduced in 1990, this data file provides marketing and business intelligence on Canada's 
largest 38,000 companies with a focus on privately owned businesses. 
 
Each record has up to 21 functional contacts, averaging 5 unique executives. The database is one 
of the largest Canadian datasets available based on contact information for private companies. 
 
Records also include the following data (where available):  contact information, SIC 
classifications, company type, incorporation date, number of employees, rankings, and 
import/export information. 
 

 
The ProFile Canada search form allows you to search on a wide variety of data elements.  Fill 
in only the fields you require to conduct your search. 
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Companies matching your search criteria are listed in alphabetical order by company name.  
Click a company name to view the full record. 

 
A Profile Canada record normally includes address, industry classification, location type, 
annual sales (approximate), number of employees, the company's bank, and a list of up to 21 
key executives. 
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Nexport Media's Canadian Trade Index 
�  Use Nexport Media's Canadian Trade Index to find marketing and business intelligence on 
Canada's largest 23,000 manufacturers. 
 
Nexport also uses this data to publish the Canadian Trade Index, Canada's premier industrial 
purchasing directory and the flagship publication of Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters, 
Canada's national manufacturers' association. 
 
The personnel section of the database contains up to 21 functional contacts per company 
including an average of four unique executives. 
 
Records also include the following data (where available):  contact information, SIC 
classifications, company type, incorporation date, number of employees, rankings, import/export 
information, trademarks and product information. 
 

 
The Nexport Media's Canadian Trade Index search form allows you to search manufacturing 
companies on a wide variety of data elements.  Fill in only the fields you require to conduct 
your search. 
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Search results are presented in alphabetical order by company name.  Click a company name 
to view the full record. 
 
 

Records begin with directory-style information, including Web site (opens in a new window 
when clicked); industry classification; and incorporation status. 
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Next are number of employees; rankings (if available); import and export status; and whether 
the location is unionized. Product information is given, if available - including, in some cases, 
a list of trademarks held by the company. 
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The record concludes with export regions (if applicable and available), and up to 21 key 
contact names. 
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Thomson Gale - Wards  

 
�  Use Thomson Gale – Wards to view profiles of Canadian companies current information on more than 
6,000 Canadian firms, most of which are private companies.  
 
The Thomson Gale – Wards database profiles Canadian companies extracted from the Gale database 
Ward’s Business Directory of private and Public Companies in Canada and Mexico. The profiles provide 
current company information on more than 6,000 Canadian firms, most of which are private companies.  
 

 
 
The Wards search form allows you to search on a wide variety of data criteria. Fill in only the fields 
you require to conduct your search. 
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Record begins with directory-style information, including address, contact name, primary codes for 
both SIC and NAICS, fiscal year end, historical sales, company classification, # of employees and 
founding year of company.     
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Canadian Federal Corporations and Directors  
�  Use Canadian Federal Corporations and Directors to find information on federally 
incorporated companies, and their subsidiaries.  You can also use this database to find all 
federally incorporated companies with which an individual is affiliated as a director. 
 
Canadian Federal Corporations and Directors contains the most records of any database on 
FPinfomart.ca (over 430,000 companies).  All federally incorporated companies are listed here. 
 
Canadian Federal Corporations and Directors records contain directory-style information, 
including lists of directors and subsidiary companies.  Where available, some key financial 
information is included.  Note that for private companies, reporting of financials is optional.  As 
a result, this information may not be present in all records. 

 
Records can be searched by company name or person name; you may also narrow your search 
by entering a city or choosing a province. 
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All companies matching your search criteria are listed in alphabetical order.  Click a company 
name to see its full record in Canadian Federal Corporations and Directors. 
 
 

 
The first part of the record contains contact information, and a list of subsidiaries.  Click a 
subsidiary name to open the full text Canadian Federal Corporations and Directors record for 
that company, if available.  Click Printer Friendly  to display a printer friendly version of the 
record. 
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The list of directors of the corporation is given.  Click Search to perform a Person Search for a 
particular individual. 
 

 
Incorporation date and key financial information is given (if available).  A report of $0 usually 
means that the information is unavailable. 
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Canadian Corporate Names 
�  Use the Canadian Corporate Names database to check for the existence and status of a 
federally incorporated company. 
 
This database, searchable only by company names, can be of value when you need to verify a 
company's name and status. 

 
Search by company name. 
 

 
Click a link to view the full text record for the company of interest. 
 

 
This is the full record for the Canadian Automobile Association.  Incorporation date and 
status for the company are given.  Click Printer Friendly to view a printer friendly display. 
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Equifax Commercial Law Record 
�  Use the Equifax Commercial Law Record to view commercial legal suits filed by and against 
companies. 
 
The Commercial Law Record database provides public information on commercial legal suits 
and judgments from courts across Canada. 
 
The information provided for each action includes the defendant's name, city and province, the 
plaintiff's name, the type of action, the amount involved, the filing date of the action, the court 
and its location. The court file number almost always appears in the legal report, which makes it 
possible to obtain copies of the complete writs from the court houses. 
 
There are three types of information - bankruptcy reports, legal reports, and miscellaneous 
reports such as mortgages, debentures and incorporations. 
 

 
The search interface for Equifax allows you to specify a company as either the plaintiff or 
defendant, or both; the record type you're searching; a city and/or a province.   
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An example of a Legal record.  Note that the Action is a Statement of Claim; Reason is "Goods & 
Services Supplied."  The amount, $198 849  is given. 
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An example of a Bankruptcy record.  The Action is a Deemed Bankruptcy.  A credit report number is 
given - contact Equifax for more details.  The "Dnumber" is a government-assigned file number. 
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Miscellaneous record types can include a variety of judgment types, such as mortgages, 
debentures, and incorporations. 
 

 
An example of a Miscellaneous record. The Action is a Mortgage. The amount, $104,000  is 
given. 
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Thomson Gale - Associations  

�  Use Thomson Gale – Associations database to view profiles of International Organization with their 
addresses and descriptions. 
 
The Thomson Gale – Associations database extracted from the Gale database the Encyclopedia of 
Associations: International Organizations. The Encyclopedia of Associations provides addresses and 
descriptions of professional societies, trade associations, labor unions, cultural and religious organizations, 
fan clubs, and other groups of all types.   
 

 
 
The Associations search form allows you to search on a wide variety of data criteria. Fill in only the 
fields you require to conduct your search. 
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Record begins  address, SIC code, industry served SIC, awards, # of members, # of staff, officer 
name, whether or not there is a library maintained, issues publications, organization type, 
conventions/meetings held and founding year of company. 
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Person Search 
�  Use Person Search to find as much information as possible about a specific individual. 
 
Person Search lets you search our corporate data for names that appear in "people" or "director" 
fields.  The five databases that contain this information are: Financial Post Directory Of 
Directors, Financial Post Corporate Surveys, Canadian Federal Corporations And Directors, 
ProFile Canada, and Nexport Media's Canadian Trade Index. 
 
To begin searching for a person, click Person Search from the grey menu on the left side of the 
screen.   
 
Enter the name of the person you are searching in the box provided. A search for 'John Smith' 
will also retrieve 'John F. Smith' or 'John Frederick Smith'.   
 
If you only know the person's last name, you may conduct a search with this information.  
However, if the name is very common, you may not be able to find the correct record.  If you 
have information about the company that employs the individual, consider searching for the 
company in another area of the FP Advisor module to see if there are records that can provide 
you with the individual's full name. 
 
You can also use the * symbol to truncate names.  For example, if you are unsure if the last name 
of the person you are seeking is Roberts or Robertson, enter the last name as Roberts*.   
 
By default, all the corporate databases with information about people are selected.  If there is a 
particular database you don't wish to search, simply remove the checkmark from the box next to 
that database. 

 
Searching "Conrad Black" will retrieve both "Conrad Black" and "Conrad Moffat Black." 
Use SELECT / UNSELECT ALL to speed up your search. 
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Results are grouped by database.  Click on a link to view the full text of the record. 
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Global Search 
�  Use Global Search to find as many corporate records as possible containing your search 
term. 
 
Global Search allows you to search across more than one FP Advisor data source at a time. 
Depend on the databases, the keyword or phrase you enter is searched in either the title or the full 
text of a record - you cannot specify a field in Global Search. 

 
Enter your term or terms.  If you choose "Exact phrase," your search phrase will be searched 
exactly as you type it.  If you choose "All words," all the words you type will be searched, in 
any order, in any location throughout the record. 
 
By default, all the corporate databases are selected.  If there is a particular database you don't 
wish to search, simply remove the checkmark from the box next to that database. Use SELECT / 
UNSELECT ALL  to speed up your search. 
 
Results will be grouped together by database.  
 
Global Search searches: 
 
The full-text record of  

·  Corporate Surveys 
·  Directory of Directors 
·  Canadian Federal Corporations and Directors  
·  Canadian Corporate Names  
·  ProFile Canada  
·  Nexport Media's Canadian Trade Index  
·  Equifax Commercial Law Record 

 
The former and current company names of  

·  Predecessor & Defunct  
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·  Investor Reports  
·  Historical Reports  
·  Analyzer  
·  Dividends  
·  New Issues 
 

The vendor, acquiror and target names of  
·  Mergers & Acquisitions 
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Since Global Search searches the full-text records of Corporate Surveys and Directory of 
Directors, there are more hits compared to the results from Investor Reports and Historical 
Reports, which are searched by only former and current company names.  
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Lead List Generator 
�  Use the Lead List Generator to create targeted lists of contacts. 
 
Lead List Generator is useful for organizing direct mail campaigns, prospecting, and researching 
sales territories quickly and easily. 
 
Search our sources for contact information, and download your results to Microsoft® Excel 
(CSV format).  The four sources available through Lead List Generator are:  Financial Post 
Corporate Surveys, Financial Post Directory of Directors, ProFile Canada, and Nexport Media's 
Canadian Trade Index.  
 
The interfaces for searching are almost identical to those used in Additional Database Search. 
 
When a search returns more than 1,000 hits only the first 1,000 hits will show up. 
 

 
In this example, we are searching the FP Corporate Surveys for companies in 3 area codes, 
with revenues higher than 10 million dollars. 
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The number of hits will be shown.  Click DISPLAY to continue.  NOTE:  Special Edition 
subscribers will immediately see the results display, and will not see this step. 
 

 
Results are displayed on screen.  Click Printer Friendly to display for printing.  Click 
Download to Excel to save a file to your computer, which you can then open in Microsoft® 
Excel (or any other spreadsheet software). 
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FP Advisor in Other Modules 
Although FP Advisor is a separate module from our News modules, you will see references to the 
FP Advisor in two other places on FPinfomart.ca. 

Industry News 
Links to Company Snapshots for the top 5 companies in an industry (ranked by revenue) are 
shown near the top of each Industry Profile.  Click the company name to view the Company 
Snapshot for a name in the list. 

 
The top 5 publicly traded companies in an industry are available from within Industry News.  
Click a company name to view its Company Snapshot. 
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News Articles 
All of our news and business sources are automatically indexed to link articles with Company 
Snapshots for all publicly traded Canadian companies.  If a match is found, a link to the 
Company Snapshot for each identified company will be provided at the top right corner of the 
full text article. 

 
If one or more of publicly traded Canadian companies is mentioned in an article published in 
an indexed paper, a link to each company's Snapshot will be provided directly from the full 
text of the article. 
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Practice Exercises 
 

Practice Questions for sections from Company Snapshots to Industry 
Reports 

 
1. Which company in the Aerospace & Defense industry has the highest revenue figure?  

What is the company's revenue? 
 

2. Use Corporate Surveys to find out major shareholder, auditors and the latest total long-
term debt of Loblaw Companies Limited. 

 
3. You are researching Bank of Montreal.  You need to know who the directors are, who its 

competitors might be, annual closing stock price, and the latest news about the bank.  
You can find all of this information using: 

 
A. Company Snapshots 
B. FP Historical Reports 
C. Companies by Industry 
D. FP Corporate Surveys 

 
4. What are the predecessors of Brascan Limited? 

 
5. Create a portfolio of all TSX-listed companies that belong to the media industry. Name 

the portfolio as Media. 
 

6. Get 1995 Total Revenue for all companies in the Media portfolio.  
 

7. Use Investor Reports to find out the latest consensus recommendation and short position 
of Loblaw Companies Limited. 

 
8. What happened with Future Shop in March 1999? 

 
9. Use Industry Reports, identify the company with the second highest quarterly revenue in 

the Media sector and find out the sector’s 1999 unweighted average current ratio. 
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Practice Questions for FP Dividends 
 

1. Find out how many different types of Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce shares are 
traded publicly. 

 
2. What is the name of the inactive share of BCE Inc.?  
 
3. Identify all redemption announcements occurred in 1998. 

 
 

Practice Questions for FP New Issues and M&A 
 

1. Find out IPO deals greater than $50,000,000, marketed in Canada, classified under GICS 
code 40 (Financials) and completed during 2002. RBC Capital Markets was the 
bookrunner of the deals. 

 
2. Prepare to export the results to Microsoft® Excel excluding the following fields: 

Company Former Names, Current Price and 52 Week High & Low. 
 

3. Locate completed cross border inbound transactions paid in stock announced during 
1999. Hint: Cross border inbound means Canadian companies acquire both foreign and 
Canadian targets from foreign vendors.     

 
 

Practice Questions for Additional Databases 
 

What is Ken Thomson's birthdate?  (Hint:  "Ken" is a shortened version of his full name) 
 
What are the export regions of Magna International? 
 
What is the status of Canada 3000 Airport Services Limited? 
 
Find out if there are any LEGAL lawsuits filed against Air Canada. 
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Suggested Answers for sections from Company Snapshots to Industry 
Reports 

 
1. Use Companies by Industry.  Click the appropriate industry. Re-sort the table by revenue 

by clicking the Revenue column title. 
 
2. Look in FP Corporate Surveys record of Loblaw Companies Limited. 

 
3. A 

 
4. Search for Brascan Limited in Predecessor & Defunct. 

 
5. Create a portfolio of all TSX-listed companies that belong to the media industry. Name 

the portfolio as Media. 
 

In Analyzer search page, click Portfolio. 
In Company Group box, select TSX Listed Companies. 
In Industry Group, go to 25 Consumer Discretionary then select 40 Media. 
Click Select All button to bring all the companies from the Companies Selection List to 
the Portfolio Content List. 
Click the Save_ Portfolio button to name the portfolio Media. 

 
6. Get 1995 Total Revenue for all companies in the Media portfolio. 

 
Use Fundamentals. 
In the Fundamentals Main menu, under Annual Data click on Income Statement. 
In the “Include Years” section, select From 1995 and To 1995. 
Under Company Group, select My Defined Groups. 
Under Industry Group, select Media. 
Check Revenue – Total item then click Search and you are done! 
Remember that the result can be exported to Microsoft® Excel. 
  

7. Consensus Recommendation: Check under Forecasts provided by I/B/E/S. 
 
Short Position is located just under Top 3 In Industry (by Market Capitalization) 
 

8. Look under the History  section of Future Shop’s 2000 Historical Report. 
 
9. Under Latest Quarterly Results, look for the second company from the top. 

Under Industry Data Bank, look for the current ratio of 1999. Current ratio is classified 
as one of Safety ratios. 

 
 

Suggested Answers for FP Dividends 
 

1. Search for Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. In the result page, all currently traded 
CIBC shares are located under Symbols. 

 
2. Inactive shares are located below all of the currently traded shares.  
 
3. Go to Dividends search page, click on Dividend Record Archive. Scroll down to the 



FP Advisor Searching                                                                         Page: FP Advisor-98 

July, 2007  

bottom of the page to Annual Dividend Record – 1998. Click on the link to Front 
Section. Redemption Announcements section is located just below the Rights Offerings 
section. 

 
 

Suggested Answers for FP New Issues and M&A 
 

1. In Security Types, select IPOs Only. 
In Gross Proceeds, select greater than 50,000,000. 
In Market, select Canada. 
In GICS, select 40 Financials. 
In Date Range, select Jan. 1, 2002 to Dec. 31, 2002. 
In Status, make sure Completed is checked. 
In Underwriter, select RBC Capital Markets and check bookrunner box. 
 

2. In the result page, check on Select All box. In Selected Items choose Export Data (CSV). 
Click Go. In the next page, uncheck Former Company Names and Current Price and 52 
Week High & Low. Then click Generate Export File button. 

 
3. In  Advanced search, under Dates check Announced then select Jan. 1, 1999 to Dec. 31, 

1999. 
Under Deal Status check Complete. 
Under Payment check Stock. 
Under Location, in Target select All, Vendor select All but Canada and Aquiror select 
Canada.  

 

 
Suggested Answers for Additional Databases 

 
Do a Person Search for “Ken* Thomson” and view his FP Directory of Directors record. Or 
do a “Ken* Thomson” name search in FP Directory of Directors. 
 
 Search for Magna International in Nextport Media’s Canadian Trade Index database. 
 
Search for Canada 3000 Airport Services Limited in Canadian Corporate Names. 
 
Search for Air Canada as Defendants and select Legal under Record Type in Equifax 
Commercial Law Record. 


